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The Judges of the 1998 International IMPAC Dublin Literary Award have chosen as the winning novel Herta Müller’s The Land of Green Plums. 

Ms. Müller is a Romanian-born writer - a member of that country’s Geman – speaking minority – now living in Berlin. She will share the award with Michael Hoffman, the translator of The Land of Green Plums for its original German. The book was published in the United States by Henry Holt.

The novel brilliantly evokes a world of cruelty and oppression. Set in Communist Romania under the Ceaucescu dictatorship, The Land of Green Plums portrays the lives of a group of dissident students and teachers whose integrity is continuously assailed and sometimes betrayed. Herta Müller’s stark and vivid prose explores a terror-stricken society of mendacity and political slander. The “green plums” of the title stand in part for truth and its brutal suppression in a world of interrogators and informers, where speaking out can become a matter of life and death. 

The author’s style, achieves a spartan eloquence, and the novel’s individual charaters are powerfully drawn.

This elegantly understated book is at once bleak and beautiful, humorous and heartbreaking. The judges congratulate Herta Müller for her compelling literary achievement in The Land of Green Plums.

